
PREPAREDNESS FOR 
CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 



BE PROACTIVE 
NOT REACTIVE 



   
 

 
  

  

• Planning 
• Types of Emergencies 

and Disasters 
• Emergency Preparedness 
• Health and Safety 
• Response and Triage 

Facing the 
Unthinkable 



 

  

    Types of Emergencies and 
Disasters 

• Natural vs. Manmade 
– Types 
– Unexpected vs. Anticipated 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

• Disasters 

Types of Emergencies and 
Disasters 

• Emergencies 

– High probability 
– Minor impact 
– Localized 
– Specific response 

– Low probability 
– Catastrophic damage 
– Wider area involved 
– Most serious in densely 

populated areas 
– Multi-agency response 



 

  
 
 

 
 

 
         

    

• Natural 

Types of Emergencies and 
Disasters 

• Man-made 
– Accidents 
– Systems failure 
– Plumbing leaks 
– Arson, explosion 
– Robbery, theft 
– Vandalism, terrorism 

– Severe storms 
– Floods 
– Earthquakes 
– Lightning, wild fires 
– Heat waves 
– Pest infestations 



 
 

  
 

 

   

   

  Types of Emergencies and 
Disasters 

UNEXPECTED ANTICIPATED 

• NO WARNING 
– Explosion 
– Earthquake 
– Vandalism, theft 

• Fire 
• Tornado 
• Conducive conditions known 

– Flash flood 
– Power failure 

• CAN BE PLANNED FOR 
• Thunderstorms, lightning 
• Wildfire 
• Snow and ice storms 
• Flooding 
• Hurricane 



 

  
   

 
  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

• Planning 
– Risk assessment 
• What is vulnerable? 

– Mitigation prior to disaster 
or emergency 

– Disaster plan 



       
   

   
   
   

   
 

   

RISK ASSESSMENT 

• How much of my stuff is at risk? 
– What do I have? 
• Artwork 
• Artifacts 
• Business paperwork – loan/gallery 

agreements, inventories, photographic 
records: back it up OFF-SITE! 

– What is it made of? 
• Some materials are more vulnerable to 

certain risks than others 



 

   

  
  

     
  

 
 

   
   

 

 

 

COLLECTION MATERIALS 

Most 
Vulnerable 

Less 
Vulnerable 

• Paper, books and parchment 
• Textiles 
• Leather, ivory, shell 
• Mixed materials objects 
• Paintings on canvas 
• Wood veneer, gilt and painted surfaces 
• Photographs and films 
• Sound and video recordings 
• Ferrous metals 
• Porous stone and ceramics 
• Glass and non-porous ceramics 
• Nonferrous metals 



     
   

 

   

RISK ASSESSMENT 
• What is the most important to me? 
– Create a priority list 
• Monetary value 
• Research value 
• Historic or sentimental value 



      

  

 
 

    
   

   
  

RISK ASSESSMENT 
• What is the likelihood of a disaster 

occurring? 
– Know your building! 
• Fire alarms? Sprinkler 

systems? 
• Are you in a flood zone? 

Basement level? 
• Where are the shut offs? 
• Is there chemical storage? 

Where is it located? 
• Back-up power? 



   

 

  
 

PLANNING 

Remember Be Proactive 
Not Reactive 

• Disaster Plan? 
• Disseminate 
• Train ALL staff 
• Inform All Involved 
• Have Supplies 



 
 

  
  

  
  

PLANNING 
• Contact List 
– Building manager 
– Preparedness team/friends 

• Inventory and Priority List 
• List of materials and supplies 
• Backup storage/triage areas 
• Professional help 





   
 

    
     

    
  

    
 

• Identify ways your institution can 
help 

• Table top exercise with local 
emergency management agency 

• Appoint liaison and provide 
blueprints 

WORKING WITH EMERGENCY 
RESPONDERS: TIPS FOR CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS 
• Understand chain of command 



    

 
 

 

    

    

   
   

BUILDING / SITE REENTRY 

• Structural 
• Electrical (live wires) 
• Gas lines 
• Carbon Monoxide 
• Water 
• Biological material (e.g. mold, 

pathogens) 
• Pesticides and chemicals, including

solvents 

Personal safety is paramount! 
Remember you are not replaceable! 



    

  
  

  
   

 
  
      
 

  

BUILDING / SITE REENTRY 

• Remember your training 
• Don’t go alone 
• Practice good hygiene 
– Wear Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) 
– Wash hands frequently 
– Bring clothes to change into before 

going home 

• Stay hydrated and alleviate stress 
• Document 



 

AFTERWARDS 

1. Documentation 
2. Prioritization and Plan 
3. Movement 
4. Triage 
5. Stabilization/Drying 
6. Storage 
7. Long Term Salvage 



   
  

WE ARE THERE 
WHEN YOU 
NEED US! 




